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REPORT 


OF THE 


ADJUTANT GENE RAL. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, STATE OF MINNESOTA, 
St. Paul, December 15, 1866 


Wm. R. Marshall, Governor of Minnesota: 
GOVERNOR: 


I have the honor to submit to your Excellency, the re- 
port of the Adjutant General’s Department, for the year 


-ending December 1, 1866. 


MUSTER OUT OF TROOPS. 


At the date of the last annual report, there were remain- 
ing in service, two battalions of the 2nd regiment of cav- 
alry ; the independent (Hatch’s) and Brackett’s battalions 
of cavalry, and the 8rd light battery, all of which were sta- 
tioned on the frontier of this State and Lowa, and in Dakota 
Territory. 

The two battalions of the 2nd regiment of cavalry were 
mustered out of service, by companies, at Fort Snelling, 
between the 2nd of December, 1865, and the 4th of May; 
1866. 

Brackett’s battalion was mustered out in the same man- 
ner, between May 16, and June ist, 1866, and the indepen- 
dent battalion between April 22d and June 22d, 1866. 

The muster out of the 3rd light battery was completed 
February 27, 1866. 

RECORDS. 


During the war, there accumulated in this office, a mass 


BanNwW, 
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of records, returns and other army documents, containing 
information of value to the State, and to our volunteers, as 
well as to every subdistrict, which had furnished its quota 
of men to the army, but almost valueless unless properly 
arranged and classified. 

While the troops were in the service and the records 
incomplete, this arrangement could not be perfected, but 
during the present year all have been carefully examined, 
and from them has been compiled and transcribed, in books 
prepared for that purpose, the military record ‘of every 
volunteer, so far as it is material and is known, which re- 
cord, in a condensed form, is herewith submitted as Appen- 
dix A. of my report. 

All the official records, pertaining to the late war, are of 
incalculable value to the State, and to every officer and 
enlisted man from the State, and to the representatives of 
those who have died in the service. If destroyed, they 
could not be replaced, and proper measures should be 
adopted for their preservation. 

They have been in almost daily use in this office for the 
purpose of furnishing certified transcripts for the use of 
the Pension Office, Second Auditor’s and Surgeon General's 
Offices. 

REGIMENTAL COLORS, 


On the muster out of our regiments their colors were 
turned over to the State, and are now deposited in the Cap- 
itol for safe keeping. 


MILITIA. 


Under the Revised Statutes, sec. 1, chap. 122, p. 681, the 
militia law of the State was repealed. No law had been 
enacted in its place, so that we are now without a militia 
law upon our statute books. 

The Constitution of the United States, grants to Congress 
the authority to provide for organizing, arming and disci- 
plining the militia; under this provision, congress, by an act 
entitled “ an act more efficiently to provide for the national 
defence, by establishing a uniform militia throughout the 
United States, approved May 8, 1792, provided: that there 
shall be an adjutant general appointed in each state, whose 
duty it shall be to distribute all orders from the commander 
in chief of the State; to attend all public reviews when the 

eo.) 
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commander in chief shall review the militia, to obey all 
orders from him relative to carrying into execution and per- 
fecting the system of military discipline; to furnish blank 
forms of different returns that may be required, and to ex- 
plain the principles on which they were made; to receive 
from the several officers of the different corps, returns of 
the militia under their command, reporting the actual sit- 
uation of arms, accoutrements and ammunition, their delin- 
quencies and every other thing which relates to the gene- 
ral advancement of good order and discipline.” 

It is by the said act further provided: “that within one 
year after the passage of the act, the militia of the respec- 
tive states shall be arranged into divisions, brigades, regi- 
ments, battalions and companies, as the legislature of each 
state shall direct.” 

By an act of congress entitled “ An act in addition to an 
act to more effectually provide for the national defence, by 
establishing a uniform militia throughout the United States, 
it is further provided, that it shall be the duty of the adju- 
tant general in each state to make returns of the militia of 
the state to which he belongs, with their arms, accoutre- 
ments and ammunition, agreeable to the directions of the 
acts of which this is an addition; to the President of the 
United States, annually, on or before the first Monday in 
January, in each year.” 

Independent, then, of all state legislation, the adjutant 
general is the constituted military medium between the 
state forces and the war department; but the duties im- 
posed upon him cannot be properly discharged without the 
necessary state legislation, regulating the militia and mak- 
ing proper provisions for its efficient organization and equip- 
ment. A law, providing for an effective enrollment, be- 
comes absolutely necessary, as a basis for a well or eanized 
militia, and I respectfully invite the attention of your ex- 
cellency to the propriety of urging upon the legislature 
the early passage of such law. 

An order was published in June, for the organization of 
companies of light artillery, to be furnished with field 
pieces by the state, giving preference to organizations in 
the frontier counties. The following companies were or- 
ganized and equipped with one field piece, each: 


I. Battery, Winona, Captain John Hammond. 
ES RS. Hastings, « John Kennedy. 
is St. Cloud, aS Charles D. Kerr. 
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Vex ans Owatonna, Captain P. H. Kelly. 
Nic ah she Blue Earth City, “ O.G. Davis. 
(6 ea Wabashaw, “ — Jules Capon. 


The militia law having expired, by limitation, on the first 
of August last, there is now no law in force for the proper 
organization and discipline of these companies. 


INDIANS. 


The removal of the hostile Sioux from our frontier has re- 
sulted in perfect peace and quiet throughout our borders 
during the past year, and has allayed all fears for the safe- 
ty of the most remote settler in the future. 

Early in the spring, by your order, I visited some of the 
most exposed towns and settlements on our frontier, for the 
purpose of examining those localities with regard to their 
means of defence against attacks form Indians, and to assure 
the inhabitants that every precaution would be taken, both 
by the state, and the general government, to prevent any 
hostile parties from making inroads upon our borders. As 
the result of this inspection, I had the honor to submit the 


following report: 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
St. Paul, Minn., May 19th, 1866. 


To His Excellency, William R. Marshall, Governor of Min- 


nCSOla ? 


Str :—I have the honor to repart that in accordance with 
your instructions, | have visited the upper Minnesota val- 
ley, to inquire inte the condition of our frontier settle- 
ments with reference to their exposure to Indian raids, and 
to learn whether any: more protection is needed than what 
is now furnished by our government. 

Before making the journey I conferred with General Al- 
exander, the commander of the district, and found him so- 
licitous to anticipate and prevent any inroads from hostile 
Indians, and to insure quiet on our borders. He has but one 
regiment of infantry at his disposal for the protection of our 
extended frontier, four companies of which are stationed at 
Fort Wadsworth, two at Fort Aber crombie, two at Fort Rip- 
ley, one at Fort Ridgley, and one at Fort Snelling. 

I also had an interview with Captain Kellogg, command- 
ing officer at Fort Ridgley, who kindly proffered any aid or 
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escort that I might need in the prosecution of my journey. 
He has one company of infantry under his command, twen- 
ty-five of whom aremounted. He has formed a settlement 
of friendly Sioux at Lake Hendricks, eighty-five miles west 
of Fort Ridgley; one at Lake Titaukhe, thirty-five miles 
southwest of this; and athird about thirty miles further 
southwest, at Lake Thomson. These are all assisted by 
him. The men are employed as scouts and are required to 
give information when any party of hostile Indians pass 
within the lines. He believes them to be faithful, and thus 
far has found them true, if not from motives of friendship, 
at least from interest. A similar line of scouts in advance 
of our settlements is maintained by the commanding ofli- 
cer at Fort Wadsworth, and they are considered efficient 
and trustworthy. 

The severity of last winter caused much suffering among 
the Indians, and the rations furnished these by government 
doubtless saved many from perishing with hunger. This 
has taught them their dependence, and will tend to keep 
them on friendly terms with us. 

The Sioux, as a people, doubtless desire peace, and the 
treaty to be held this summer on the plains, will occupy 
the attention of their leaders, and take their bands from 
our vicinity for some months, so that we may reasonably 
hope for a quiet season. Still there are bad men among 
them, bent on mischief, and a small party coming within 
our lines and committing a murder might create a disastrous 
panic. Every precaution should be taken to prevent such 
visits. 

Our settlements are extending up the Minnesota river, 
the most remote being at the mouth of the Chippewa, sev- 
enty miles above Fort Ridgley. At Redwood Falls and 
vicinity there are about 250 inhabitants; at the mouth of 
the Yellow Medicine ten families; about the same number 
at the mouth of the Chippewa; at Birch Coolie and at the 
mouth of Beaver Creek are large settlements. Parties are 
prepared to go beyond the Chippewa as soon as they can 
be assured of protection. Captain Aldrich, late of the 8th 
Minn., has commenced a stock farm at Lake Shetek, 60 miles 
west of Fort Ridgley. With him are three families in which 
are eight or ten men, well armed and prepared to protect 
themselves against any party of Indians that may be dispos- 
ed to molest them. 

Nothing has occurred within the past year to create any 
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alarm on the borders; but the horrors of 62 are not yet 
forgotten, notwithstanding the Sioux have been removed 
from our immediate vicinity ; the murder of the Jewett fam- 
ily in Blue Earth county last year, has taught us that small 
parties can find their way to our midst, and that but little 
dependence can be placed on military posts over one hun- 
dred miles apart, for security against prowling Indians. 

On this account there is a feeling of insecurity with many 
of our border settlers, and they look to the state for protec- 
tion. But to protect our frontier is the province of the 
general government, and not of the state. For this purpose, 
the military are stationed among us, and to the commander 
of the district, communications respecting these matters are 
referred. 

The settlers are very moderate in their requests. They 
ask for afew mounted men to be stationed as they were last 
year at intervals along the border, to serve as scouts; to 
give information in case of danger ; to strike when occasion 
may require, and to form rallying points when needed. 

Two companies of cavalry would thus guard our settle- 
ments from the Iowa line to Fort Abercrombie ; would quiet 
the fears of our citizens and promote a rapid settlement of 
our fertile territory. The State has depots of arms and am- 
unition at suitable and convenient points for the use of its 
citizens in cases of emergency ; but with the protection we 
have a right to expect from the general government, it 
does not appear advisable or expedient for the state to or- 
ganize and maintain an additional force for frontier defence. 

And now that the civil war is over it is not asking too 
much of our government to place at the disposal of the com- 
mander of this district the few troops necessary to guaran- 
tee a perfect security to our frontier. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 
H. P. VAN CLEVE, 
Adjutant General. 
STATE ARMS. 


Schedule B contains the ordnance return for the year 
ending December 1st, 1866, and gives all the details of the 
transactions in that department. During the year a light 
battery of eight guns, with caissons and full equipments, 
was received from the U. S. ordnance department. No 
requisition has been made for the quota of arms due the 
state for the years 1865 and 1866, by reason that the build- 
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ing occupied by the state for state arsenal, is too small for 
what we now have on hand, and is in no way adapted for 
the proper storage and safe keeping of arms. 

An appropriation of $250 made by the legislature, for the 
erection of a temporary shelter for our cannon, has not 
been used, as no structure sufficiently large or substantial 
could be built with the amount so appropriated. 

A state arsenal of abundant capacity for the proper stor- 
age and safe keeping of all the state arms, should be built 
at an early day. A large number of arms issued to militia in 
1862, 1865 and 1864, mostly muskets of foreign manufacture 
and old pattern, many of which are still outstanding, have 
become entirely worthless. 

Provision should be made to have these arms returned to 
the state arsenal, inspected by a board of survey, and, if 
found worthless, condemned and returned to some United 
States arsenal. 

When requisition is made for our quota of arms, we 
should, if practicable, procure breech-loading rifles of the 
most approved government pattern and, if possible, of uni- 
form make and calibre, rejecting all of foreign manufac- 
ture. Arms manufactured in our government arsenals are 
the most serviceable, are more readily repaired when injured, 
and when of one calibre, there need be no mistakes about 
ammunition. 

CLAIM AGENCY. 


During the year, 2,335 claims for pension, back pay, and 
bounties were prepared; and 472 claims, of every descrip- 
tion, were settled, amounting to $65,190 66. The whole 
number of claims prepared and prosecuted by this office 
since its establishment. is 3,302, of which 598 were settled 
on the first of December, 1866, amounting to $86,124 20. 
The value of the 1,933 claims, pending for settlement, on the 
first of December, is estimated at $173,248. 

The following schedules show the nature and number of 
claims prosecuted in each year and the disposition made of 
them up to that date: 
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Bounties to heirs.eccce-seeeee Se veceseconscnactessars 132 14 146 
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RECAPITULATION. 
< «ame 7 PAA 3 Pending Dec. Ist,| Money value of 
No. Claims Filed. Settled. Rejected. |Cancelled. 1866. Binnie aeatleal 
1865.. 967 509 86 3 369 $72,716 09 
1866.. 2335 89 109 573 1564 13,408 11 
3302 598 195 576 1933 $86,124 20 




















Under the act. of July 28, 1866, equalizing bounties, it 
became necessary to make the preparations for the prose- 
cution of these claims at the earliest possible day. After the 
publication of the circular by the war department, making 
rules and regulations for the settlement of these claims, dated 
Washington, September 16, 1866, it became evident, that 
different forms had to be adopted. 

The change made in consequence of these rules, made it 
necessary toreject ninety-six bounty claims already prepar- 
ed in cases of veteran enlistments and to cancel 575 appli- 
cations. 

In addition to the preparing of the various claims, addi- 
tional evidence had been obtained and prepared by the 
office in many pension cases, where such evidence was 
called for by the Pension Bureau; 3,400 letters and notices 
were received during the preceding eleven months from 
the departments in Washington, applicants and others ask- 
ing information in regard to claims, and above 5,000 letters 
and circulars have been written and forwarded during the 
same period. 

Much unavoidable delay is caused in widows’ and or 
phans’ pension cases, where the soldier, on whose account 
the pension is claimed, died of disease. In all these claims, 
the Pension Office requires medical testimony, as to its 
nature and origin, and that such disease did not exist prior to 
enlistment, or has been induced or aggravated by the per- 
sonal habits of the soldier. 

The army having been disbanded and all the records turned 
over by our volunteers officers to the proper departments 
in Washington, without having retained copies of the same, 
and even without private memorandums in their possession, 
itis a matter of great difficulty to obtain now, this class of 
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evidence, and in many cases it cannot be had at all, thereby 
causing such claims to remain suspended for an indefinite 
period of time, working great hardships and distress upon 
claimants. 

The acts of congress, approved July 4, 1864, June 6, 1866, 
and July 25, 1866, granting pensions to certain persons 
heretofore not entitled to pension, and increasing the rate 
of pensions in many other cases, will cause additional 
labor to this office in preparing and prosecuting this new 
class of claims. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


The large amount of labor in perfecting and transcribing 
the military records of our volunteer organizations, and 
preparing a copy thereof for the annual report; also, the 
greatly increased labors in the prosecution of pension and 
bounty claims, under late acts of congress, made it abso- 
lutely necessary to employ additional clerks for whom no 
appropriation was made, thereby causing a deficiency, for 
which I respectfully ask appropriation, 

The prosecution of pension and bounty claims requires 
an experienced clerk, who should be perfectly acquainted 
with the multiphed regulations and decisions appertaining 
to these claims, together with all the details of practice in 
the several departments. Clerks in the Pension Office who 
perform similar services as those required of the chief 
clerk in this office receive a salary of from $1,800 to $2,200 
per annum. 

In view of these facts I respectfully recommend that the 
pay of my principal clerk be increased, to compensate him 
properly for his services. 

The appropriations for this department for the fiscal year 
of 1867, in addition to the salary of the Adjutant General 
and arsenal-keeper, should be: 


For rent of arsenal, _ - $ 400 00 
Clerk hire adjutant een office, including 

claim agency, - - - 2,000 00 
Contingent expenses, - - - 400 00 


For deficiencies for 1865: 
Clerk hire, - - - - $719 55 
Postage, : - - - 25 00 
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RETURN OF ORDNANCE AND ORDNANCE STORES, SHOWING THE RECEIPTS AND ISSUES FROM DECEMBER 15 1865, TO NO VEMBER 15, 1800. AND STOCK REMAINING ON HAND IN THE ARSENAL AT THE LATTER DATE. 
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Davenport, for stationery, - - 14 00 
Cutter, Secombe & Co., . - 46 37 
Respectfully your most Ae serv’t,: 
H. P. VAN CLEVE, 
Adjutant General. 


RECORD OF MINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS 
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SECOND REGIMENT INFANTRY. 


Organized July, 1861. Ordered to Louisville, Ky., Octo. 
ber, 1861, and assigned to the Army of the Ohio. Engaged 
in the following marches, battles, skirmishes and sieges: 
Mill Spring, January 19,1862, Siege of Corinth, April, 1862: 
Transferred to the Army of the Tennessee. Bragg’s Raid; 
Perryville, October 8, 1862; Skirmishes of the Tullahoma 
campaign ; Chickamauga, September 19 and 20,1863; Mis- 
sion Ridge, November 25,1863, Veteranized January, 1864. 
Battles and Skirmishes of the Atlanta campaign, viz: Re- 
saca, June 14, 15 and 16,1864; Kenesaw Mountain, June 
27, 1864; Jonesboro; Sherman’s march through Georgia 
and the Carolinas; Bentonville, March 19, 1865, Dis- 
charged at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, July 11, 1865. 
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THIRD MINNESOTA INFANTRY. 


Organized October, 1861. Ordered to Nashville, Tenn., 
March, 1862. Captured and paroled at Murfreesboro, July, 
1861. Ordered to St. Louis, Mo., thence to Minnesota. En- 
gaged in the Indian Expedition of 1862. Participated in 
the battle of Wood Lake, September, 1862. Ordered to 
Little Rock, Ark., November, 1863. Veteranized January, 
1864. Engaged in Battle of Fitzhugh’s Woods, March 380, 
1864. Ordered to Pine Bluff, Ark., April, 1864, thence to 
Du Vall’s Bluff, Octocer, 1864. Mustered out at Duvall’s 
Bluff September 2, 1865. Discharged at Fort Snelling. 
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FIFTH, SIXTH AND SEVENTH REGIMENTS OF MIN- 
NESOTA INFANTRY. 





FIFTH REGIMENT. 

Organized May, 1862. Ordered to Pittsburg Landing 
May 9, 1862. Detachment of three companies remained in 
Minnesota garrisoning frontier posts. Participated in the 
following marches, battles, sieges and skirmishes: Siege of 
Corinth, April and May, 1862. Detachment in Minnesota 
engaged with Indians at Redwood, Minnesota, August 18, 
1862. Siege of Ft. Ridgely, August 20,21 and 22, 1862. 
Ft. Abercrombie, D. T., August, 1862. Regiment assigned 
to 16th Army Corps. Battle of Iuka September 18, 1862. 
Corinth, October 3 and 4,1862. Jackson, May 14, 1863. 
Siege of Vicksburg. Assault of Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 
Mechanicsburg, June 3, 1863. Richmond, June 15, 1863. 
Ft. DeRussey, La., March 14, 1864. Red River Expedition, 
March, April and May, 1864. Lake Chicot, June 6, 1864. 
Tupelo, June, 1864. Veteranized July, 1864. Abbeyville, 
Aug. 23, 1864. Marched,in September, 1864, from Browns- 
ville, Ark., to Cape Girardeau, Mo., thence, by boat, to Jef- 
ferson City, thence to Kansas line, thence to St. Louis, Mo. 
Ordered to Nashville, Nov. 1864. Battles of Nashville, Dec. 
15 and 16,1864. Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, April 
1865. Mustered out at Demopolis, Ala., Sept. 6, 1865. Dis- 
charged at Ft. Snelling, Minn. 


SIXTH REGIMENT. 


Organized August 1862. Ordered upon Indian Expedi- 
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tion of 1862. Detachment of 200 engaged in battle at Birch 
Coolie, Sept. 2,62. Regiment participated in battle Wood 
Lake, Sept 22, 1862. Regiment garrisoning frontier posts 
from November, 1862, until May, 1863, when ordered upon 
Indian Expedition, engaged with Indians July 24, 26 and 28, 
1863. Stationed at frontier posts from Sept. 18, 1863, to 
June 5, 1864 when ordered to Helena, Ark. Ordered to St. 
Louis, Mo., November, 1864—then to New Orleans, Janu- 
ary, 1865. Assigned tol6th Army Corps. Participated in 
engagements of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, April, 1865. 
Discharged at Ft. Snelling, August 19, 1865. 


SEVENTH REGIMENT. 


Organized August, 1862. Ordered upon Indian Expedi- 
tion of 1862. Hngaged in battle of Wood Lake, Minnesota, 
Sept 22,1862. Stationed at frontier posts until. May, 1863, 
when ordered upon Indian Expedition. Engaged with In- 
dians July 24, 26 and 28,1863. Ordered to St. Louis, Mo., 
Oct. 7, 1863—thence to Paducah, Ky., April, 1864—thence 
to Memphis, Tenn., and assigned to 16th Army Corps, June, 
1864. Participated in following marches, battles, sieges 
and skirmishes: Tupelo, July, 1864. Tallahatchie, Aug. 7, 
and 8, 1864. March in pursuit of Price from Brownsville, 
Ark., to Cape Girardeau—thence, by boat, to Jefferson 
City—thence to Kansas line—thence to St. Louis, Missouri. 
Battles of Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 15 and 16, 1864. Spanish 
Fort and Fort Blakely, April, 1865. Discharged at Fort 
Snelling, Minn., Aug. 16, 1865. 
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530 RECORD OF MINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS 


ELEVENTH REGIMENT MINNESOTA INFANTRY. 


Organized August, 1864. Ordered to Nashville, Tennes- 
see. Engaged in guarding railroad between Nashville and 
Louisville, until muster out of Regiment, June 26, 1865. 
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FIRST BATTALION INFANTRY MINN. VOLUNTEERS. 


Originally consisted of two companies, organized from 
the re-enlisted veterans, stay-over men, and recruits, of the 
First Regiment Minnesota Infantry Volunteers. Ordered 
to Washington, D. C., May, 1864 ; joined Army of the Poto- 
mac June 10, 1864. Participated in the following engage- 
ments: Petersburg, Va., June 18, 1864; Jerusalem Plank 
Roads, Va., June 22d and 23d, 1864; Deep Bottom, Va., 
July 27, 1864; Deep Bottom, Va, August 14,1864; Ream’s 
Station, Va., August 25,1864; Hatcher’s Run, Va., October 
27, 1864; Hatcher’s Run, February 5, 1865. Company “C”? 
joined March 27, 1865. Took active part i in campaign com- 
mencing March 98, 1865, and resulting in the capture of 
Petersburg. Va., April 2, 1865, and the surrender of Lee’s 
army, April 9, 1865. Four new companies joined at Berks- 
ville, Va., April, 1865. Marched from Berksville, Va., to 
Washington, D. C., May, 1865. Two new companies joined 
at Washington. Ordered to Louisville, Ky., June, 1865. 
Mustered out at Jeffersonville, Ind., July 14, 1865. Dis- 
charged at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, July 25, 1865. 
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All discharged with Company October 31, 
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FIRST BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY. 


Organized October, 1861. Ordered to St. Louis, Decem- 
ber, 1861, thence to Pittsburg Landing, February, 1862. 
Engaged in the following marches, battles, sieges and skir- 
mishes: Shiloh, April 5th and 6th, 1862; Siege of Corinth, 
April, 1862; Corinth, October 3d and 4th, 1862; marched 
from Corinth to Oxford, Miss., thence to Memphis, Tenn. 
Assigned to 17th Army Corps, November, 1862; veteran- 
ized January, 1864. Ordered to Cairo, Illinois, thence to 
Huntsville, Ala., thence to Alatoona, Ga., thence to Ack- 
worth, Ga.; battle of Kenesaw Mt.; Atlanta, July 22d and 
28th; Sherman’s campaign through Georgia and the Caro- 
linas. 

Discharged at Fort Snelling, Minn., June 30, 1865. 
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THIRD BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY. 


Organized February, 1863. Ordered upon Indian Expe- 
dition of 1863; participated in engagement with Indians 
July 24th, 26th and 28th, 1863; stationed at frontier posts 
until May, 1864, when entered upon Indian Expedition of 
1864. Kngaged with Indians July 28, 1864, and August, 
1864; upon return of Expedition, stationed at frontier post 
until muster out of battery, February 27, 1866. 
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